
 

Interview of Mr. Stefan Carpentier 
 

Q: What inspired you to become a bee farmer?  
A: I wanted to learn about different societies. Bees have their own society. I wanted to learn 
about bees, how they live and communicate.  
 
Q: How do bees communicate? 
A: Bees communicate by smell (pheromones) and vibration. 
 
Q: Why isn’t pure honey easily available these days?  
A: One reason is that bees are continuing to die. The second reason is that it is very hard to make 
a lot of money just by selling honey. People don’t expect to spend more than $5 per jar of honey, 
but bee farmers will need more to live on! So, people take shortcuts, to make more money. 
 
Q: Why do you think bees dying in such large numbers, in recent times?  
A: Bees are dying, because we use a lot of pesticides, fungicides, weed killers,etc. Also, much 
more bees will die with less varieties of flowers to get food from. Many bees also die because of 
cell phone towers. Cell phone towers confuse the bees’ navigation, and the bees go in a different 
direction than the one they’re supposed to go in and they die on the way. 
 
Q: What can I do to help the bees?  
A: There are many ways you can help. One way is that you can plant more flowers. If there are 
no flowers, bees will go hungry. You should also try to plant more native plants that flower. 
More flowers, more food, more bees! 
 
 
 
 
About the interviewee: 

Mr. Stefan Carpentier is the owner of A Jar of Honey, San Jose. His company’s website 
is  http://ajarofhoney.com/  . Mr. Carpentier answered all my questions very patiently. He also 
gave me a jar of honey for my schoolmates to sample. I thank Mr. Carpentier for his time and 
generosity. 
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